A Brief Survey of Jewish History From Pre-Abrahamic Periods Till Today.
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This brief survey was the result of continuous reflections by me on how to make this subject easily understood by as many people as possible from many ages and backgrounds, taking into consideration the lengthy and complex nature of Jewish history. 

These few pages can be used by many family members wishing to write something about Jews in the Old Testament to their children, in addition, these pages can be used by students when submitting a short term paper at their school or university. Therefore, I don’t mind if people want to use my study in their daily academic life.

Introduction

The best way to introduce this complex topic is a citation from a book by Addis in around 1890 on Judaism that says:

If the Greeks were known for Philosophy and Romans for Legislature, then the Jews were known for Religion.
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Therefore, if we accept the first two conditions, we should logically accept the third. However, since this book was printed in the pre-holocaust period, then it is not enough to divide Jewish history into one long period but rather into three. The first being the usual Jewish history from the Patriarch Abraham till the destruction of the Second Temple of Jerusalem in 70 Ad. The Second Part lasts from the dispersal till the Holocaust of 1940-45, while the last becomes the Zionist history from the creation of the State of Israel in 1948 till these days.

Jewish History 
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Part I: People of the Bible or People of the BookThe less important Pre-Abraham period of the book of genesis is marked by many events, among them the Creation, Adam and Eve, Noah and the Flood, the Tour of Babel, Etc…This period is directly dominated by God. Man, having not yet received any command and then sin was as I have personally observed when Adam and Eve were aware of their genitals! This occurred after Eve offered Adam the Apple from the forbidden tree, to result in being able to differentiate between good and evil and hence, to be thrown out from paradise. Another event is when Ham, the son of Noah came suddenly into his tent to see him naked. Noah cursed him and preferred his brothers Sham and Japheth on him. From Shem came the Jewish line. Also, the Prophet HUD of the Qu’uran descends from Shem. His people latter became “Arab Baedah” i.e. the extinct Arabs compared to “Arab Arebah”i.e. the Born Arabs of the Arabian Peninsula and “Arab Moustaerebah”i.e. who became Arabs in particular those of Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, Iraq, Egypt, Libya, Etc…
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The Abraham period, also directly dominated by God, is the richest in Patriarchs and Matriarchs among them Abraham, Isaac, Ishmael, Jacob and sons or the Twelve Tribes, Sarah, Hagar, Rachel and Leah. Jacob and his children therefore, went to Egypt being welcomed there by Joseph. They grew in number and spend around 450 years in this country increasing in labor indurations but living as slaves under the Pharaohs. This period ended with the arrival of Moses from the tribe of Levi, followed by the Exodus from Egypt to Israel or the Promised Land, in order to escape the Pharaohs Ramses II. Moses received the Torah on Mount Sinai then latter died at the command of God. Jews are then led by Joshua to invade that part of the land of Canaan that some Bibles call it Palestine.
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Jews were then ruled by Judges like Samson, Gideon, Deborah and last, Samuel. They asked Samuel to give them a King and he had chosen Saul, however the latter was not an outstanding warrior, hence God pointed to David that was a sheep keeper and thereafter Samuel annotated him. King David ruled the Israelis for many years and his kingdom flourished in size and wealth. He was followed by Solomon who constructed the Temple that was so expensive that following his death, the Kingdom broke down into two: the Kingdom of the North with ten tribes and that of the South with two, among them the most powerful tribe of Judas. I have to mention that although Jewish history came with many kings it was rich also with many prophets who were the consultants to Kings of Israel. 

There were always problems with these two categories of people in Jewish history so that when King David was dying, he advised his son Solomon not to 
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rely on Prophets Advices.

 Afterwards, the Assyrians destroyed the kingdom of the north, while 400 years after, the Babylonians with Nabuccodinausor, destroyed that of the south and terminated the Jewish Kings dynasties, thus deporting Jews to exile in Babylon after partially destroying the Temple and robbing its treasures. That period ended with Prophet Jeremiah’s laments.
Jews stayed in Babylon around 60-100 years and latter, when the Persians conquered Babylon’s, they were liberated by the king of Persia and his wife Queen Esther believed to be of Jewish ancestry. The King of Persia sent the prophets Nehemiah and Ezra to Jerusalem with trophies to rebuild the Temple. Jews lived in Jerusalem till the Greeks conquered their lands and ruled them without harming them or their temples. Greeks only corrupted the Jews by obliging them to join them in pleasure, however Jews learned from them philosophy!
Last came the Romans who conquered Jerusalem and completely destroyed the temple and brought an end to Jews in Jerusalem forcing them to disperse in the whole world and with time, to loose their tribal ethnicity and character.
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Part II: Jews as People in Exile
Jews spreaded first in the Middle East and lived under Romans and Christianity till the coming of Arabs and Islam rulings which were their “Golden Age” as elucidated  in the book by Max Dimont : Jews God and History.
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 An important citation in this book is that when Jews rise in history, it is when Arabs are rising too and vice versa!
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In this beginning part of history and according to Arab literatures, the three Jewish tribes of “Banu Nadir”, “Banu Quaynoukah” and “Banu Khureiysah” were defeated by Arabs and thrown out of the Arabian Peninsula. Actually, one of the wives of the Prophet Mohammad by the name of “Safiyyah” i.e. Sophie was from Banu Nadir.

Latter Jews flourished mostly under the Abbasids and acquired high status in Baghdad. They worked in trade and also in translations from Arabic to Judaism or Greek and vice versa. They owned Synagogues and Yeshivas or Talmudic schools. Among them the well known Jewish Scholar and [image: image11.png]



Philosopher Saidyyah that marked the age of Gaonims. “Saideyyah Gaon” at the time of the “Caliphate Al Muktader” translated the Bible from Greek to Arabic, from whose spirit latter came the Tanakh or Hebrew Bible that contains the five books of Torah or Pentateuch, Major Prophets and Minor Prophets or Neveuums and last the Books or Ketuvims.  
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Another prominent Jewish philosopher was Moses Maimonedes who was the Medical Doctor of Sultan Saladin. Maimonedes is the Author of the “Guide to the Perplexed” which is a book on philosophy written in Arabic. When the Arabic Empire disintegrated following the invasion of Baghdad by the Tatar herds, Jews migrated to Europe where they had years of up and down in all European cities. In England they invented the Cheques as a method in banking. In Spain they were known as Marinoes and they were tortured and obliged to convert to Christianity. 
Jewish emancipation or freedom started with the period of Napoleon Bonaparte Ruling. Napoleon Bonaparte once assembled in his palace the Sanhedrins of France and questioned them on their loyalty to France if they are in addition loyal to Israel and decided at last to emancipate i.e. to free them. 
This phase of their exile ends with the declaration of the Jewish State by Theodore Herzel at Basel in Switzerland around 1890. He was acclaimed by many Jews of Europe but with hesitation by Europeans. 
Part III: Jews as Zionists from the creation of the State of Israel in 1948 till now
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It was the Jewish Holocaust by Nazi Germany that speeded up the eagerness of Jews to migrate to Palestine. Jewish exhibition of supportive efforts to the allies during World War II were a mean to convince the British to support them in creating the State of Israel in 1948 under Ben Gurion. The main aspect of this, was that this new state of Israel was created in its second birth in history to be based on families, where as that of Moses was created to be based on the twelve tribes of the Bibles. The reason of course is that this long exile of nearly 2000 years erased every tribal aspect of the Jews to become now days Zionists. In that respect, about 20 family heads represented the Jews of Israel among them Bechor Chetrit for those of North Africa, Saddiyaah Quobayashi for those of Iraq, Moshe Shareth and Golda Meir for those of Europe and Rachel Cohen and other names for the remaining.
Therefore, the main difference between the actual Zionist State of Israel and that of the Bible is that its Building structure of families versus tribes as I judge it to be, and this is personal. 
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Following the appearance of the State of Israel and the expulsion of the Palestinians from their lands, a lot of wars occurred between Arabs and Jews. There were also efforts to share them the same land by subdividing Palestine but in vain. 
Among the wars were those of 1956, 1967, 1973 between Arab countries of Egypt, Syria and Jordan against Israel that ended with two peace treaties. Following the failure of Arabs in their war of regular armies, the Palestinians under Yassir Arafat went into guerilla wars of all sorts to end with a couple if intifadas that resulted with the stable government of Mahmoud Abbas in the West Bank and the fundamentalist Hamas government in Gaza. After that, there was the catastrophic destructive war of Israel against Gaza that wasn’t a complete Jewish winning, and thereafter till now, unfinished peace talks with the authority of Mr. Abbas still too slow because of Israel refusal to stop the colonialisation of the west bank.   
One important Arab consequence of all these wars and peace talks was the unity of Arabs today and the termination of misunderstandings between them, mainly Syria, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and Egypt. This was undertaken of course through the efforts of His Majesty King Abdullah Al Saoud of Saudi Arabia “May God Safe Guard Him”.
In Summary, Jewish history is long to amount about 5350 years and comprises many Prophets, Kings and now a days, Prime Ministers
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