DO ARABS LEARN FROM HISTORY

Arabs as is the case with some civilizations do learn from history. In order to comment on this subject, I am breaking the learning lessons into the domains of major daily practices in life which are:

1. Politics

2. Public Administration

3. Sciences & Engineering

4. Medicine

5. History and Philosophy

Politics 
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Arabs do learn a lot from their history in order to apply it in politics especially the part concerned with their golden ages encompassing the dynasties of Umayyad, Abbasids and Ayyubids. Since politics is a decision making process, one precious tool for these countries which are independent since about 50 years, is to resort to past experience in their rich history. The main inconvenience in this respect is that they went into a long dormant and discontinuous period of nearly 700 years of Tatar-Crusade-Ottomans-Colonial rulings. Therefore, this huge gap can cause them the problem of living in the past to become detached from the present world which is mostly founded on Western supremacy. 
This Western civilization is with which they either prefer to interact or entrained to for some reasons or others. Example: countries of the Arabian Peninsula and those in peace with Israel in addition to Lebanon, Tunisia and Morocco. Other countries like Syria, Algeria and Libya and Palestine are still between east and west.  
Public Administration
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The Public administration of Arab countries is a blend of administration inherited from British or French colonialism with that of Arab Nationalism that evolve with world circumstances. Recently, the rise of fundamentalism is obliging them to keep with the past European trade and couple with it a new form of Moslem administration in order to bring cohesion to their internal social and economic structure.
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This is not all, since the public administration of some ministries as that of religion i.e. “Awkaf” is still the one inherited from Umayyad or Abbasids. Their general state by state autonomy with respect to politics reminds me a lot of the time of Umayyad, Abbasids and Ayyubids in which Arab countries rulers were always designing and managing plots to each other. This plot style of politics makes them special and exceptional among other nations now days like Europe, America and to a lesser extent Asia and Africa. In these last Gaza summits it took them weeks to accept to meet because of incompatible politics and the influence of world axes on them!   

Sciences & Engineering
This domain had mostly flourished during their past Abbasids ruling and came to prosper mainly through the support of the Persians i.e. now a days Iran. 
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Al-Khwarazmi, Geber Ibn Hayyan, Etc…are some Examples. 

In Engineering, Arabs were the inventor of the Arch structure and left behind outstanding structures like the Al Aqsa Dome, Egypt Mosques, Spanish Andalusia Palaces, Etc... In addition, they organized the distribution of water in aqueducts and the collection of wastes by sewers.

Therefore, Arab engineering works were prosperous in Arab history and now days, in opposition to scientific researches which are static in these modern times compared to the past Arab history and also in comparison to Israel and Western countries now.  
Medicine
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This branch of knowledge and practice evolved in Arab history because of the work of Avicenna from Persia. Now a days as in their past, the Arabs are still good Medical Doctors in general medicine and surgery however, they lack behind in medical research.
The reason behind is not the brain drains towards the West but rather the reluctance of Arab countries to finance Medical Research. Because of the Capitalist nature of these countries, they deem that wealthy people can afford to travel overseas for treatment, whereas ordinary citizens are left to the care of “Allah” and destiny! 

History and Philosophy
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Arab history was elaborated more in Arab past than now days. Arab historians are like Ibn Ishaq, Ibn Hisham, Al Qualanissi, Ibn Al Athir, Al Masoudi, Ibn Khaldoun, Etc…
Arab Philosophy was pioneered by Persian philosophers like Ibn Sina, Al Farabi, and Ghazali and latter grew to become Arab European because of the works of Ibn Rushed.
As to modern time Arab Philosophers and Historians, then it is very few in citations.

The Arab renaissance period at the beginning and middle of the 20th century furnished much more than in this period. It is the 911 attacks on New York and the subsequent hatred to Arabs that resulted with the production of some documents in Arab history, religion and politics. Modern Arab research in religion however was always prosperous compared to history and philosophy because of efforts of wealthy Moslem countries like Iran, Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 

Conclusion
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Arab learns and relies on their history mostly in order to strengthen their political positions in western saloons as well as among the ordinary mass populations.
When it comes to the Israeli-Arab conflict then they learn little from history.

In the fifties, it was the annihilation of Israel by Pan Arab States whereas now, it is by some of these with Moslem fundamentalist powers of all sorts. 

The main reason is the lack of proper Administration of weapon smuggling by Arab countries, in addition to an inefficient administration of the official Arab Ruling Pyramids and the presence of many, many very wealthy Arab people not controlled by their governments!

Regards,
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