The Time Factor and Lebanese Politics versus this Same Time Factor and American Foreign Politics: How It Can be Used for Better Results in Favor of The US and It’s Allies?-Annex I
In this first annex to the above topic, I am going to comment further on this important paragraph which is concerned with Arab politics that stimulated my inclusion of this whole research paper under the topic of Arab politics although it was primarily envisaged to reflect the special case of Lebanese politics.
If my actual center is termed research center then because of the simple reason that the ideas and researches raised in politics are of a spontaneous nature to be handled by research first, before being adopted and then standardized to fit better the political scene.

In this respect, I would be not surprised that these researches when put into practice take a modified but viable form but still with marked resemblance to the original idea. 

The paragraph to be discussed further is reproduced in italic:
Therefore, I consider time as the most important factor and variable in Lebanese Politics, not because it favored some political parties with respect to others, but because the whole Lebanese Socio-Economic status was much healthier before, than now days whether Nationally or Internationally! This same time dependant situation is not valid in case of the majority of the Arabic countries that evolved much better with time and are in an outstanding socio economic situation now days as compared to before. The prominent variable or factor in their case is Energy Resources and mostly Petroleum. Other Arab countries with absent energy resources like Egypt, Syria, Morocco, and Tunisia to the exception of Iraq and the Palestinian authority have seen their situation opposite to Lebanon i.e. time independent and similar to the Arab oil producing countries which is better at present than before. Still these countries have time dependant situation in the broader sense of the word but in favor of present time compared to many years before.
Since the time effect is favorable in term of the socio-economy of this country before 1975, then we will speak of it as past time or history in the broader sense as compared to the rest of the Arabic countries, to the exception of Iraq and the Palestinian Authority, which were all more in favor of the present time and hence the prospected future as compared to the past time of before 1975, in order to bring the whole data into a common datum. In consequence, it is not only the past time or history that should be of concern to American politics but rather the whole time interval that I will consider it to be 1960 till present. As we all know, the period 1945-60 was marked by the end of World War II (WWII) then the reconstruction of the Soviet Union, Western Europe, Creation of Eastern Europe and the Berlin wall, new cartography and politics in the Middle East and most important, the creation of the State of Israel and the disappearance of the State of Palestine! 
Before continuing, I want to say that the current claims of the Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to be ready to live with the Palestinians is a proof that the long established theoretical claim in the Middle East, which I used to hear a lot about, that the creation of one will automatically jeopardize the existence of the other, is completely false and unrooted. In addition, I believe 100% of his truthful sayings during his last speech in the Sadat-Begin auditorium in Israel when he stated that: We as Israeli, we walk with the truth in front of us. If you go to my tables I and II below, you will see the stringent parallelism and similarities in Israel time series vs. USA time series over 50 years as compared to the other countries of the Middle East like Syria, KSA, Egypt, Etc…

So having agreed on the 1960-Present interval as the object of analysis using the Time Series method, then we will have to specify which variables or object to study in this subject of macro economy-politics with case studies different countries of the Middle Eastern scene and others of the world scene. 
The most two favorable objects or variables that reflect the whole economy are:
Gross National Product or GNP that reflects the yearly country production and mainly of the communist or formerly communist countries and the Per Capita Income to reflect the socio-economy of the Liberal countries in addition to the GNP to reflect the macro economic health of these same Liberal countries with free economy. Since communist countries have a population with the same socio-economic status, then per capita income is meaningless to reflect its social health as compred to Liberal countries hence the choice of GNP as the sole index to economic and financial health.

Countries of the ME under study:

Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Israel, Iran

Countries of the rest of the World under study:

USA, Great-Britain, France, Former Soviet Union, China, Japan 

This study is just qualitative in nature because of lack of time and resources in addition to describing verbally some graphs because of lack of Auto-Cad drafting facilities.

The word Time Series that appeared in the above paragraph had a first appearance in my main text in the following extracted paragraph and reproduced in italic that reads:

The above brief discussion points to the fact that Lebanese Politics and Socio-Economic performances as Time Series, parallel those of the United States well as a function of time, and start to show marked divergence upon Palestinian and Syrian interference with Lebanese internal affairs, causing the Lebanese time series to stay monotonous while the Syrian performance increased exponentially. The American performance as we explained earlier was like Lebanon, monotonous, but also increasing with the success achieved in the Desert Storm and the Peace agreements with some Arab countries. Therefore, we deduce that the American foreign politicians will have their interest standing in the camp of the Lebanese politicians with similar politics which is Time Dependant.

Time Dependent and Time Independent will be no longer used when discussing Time Series graphs of Time vs. GNP or Per Capita Income since an increase in GNP or Per Capita Income will mean favorable Economic or Socio-Economic situation as a function of Time while a decrease in these functions or monotony in them vs. time means unfavorable ones.

In countries with a blurred political situation as in Lebanon, the GNP and Per Capita Income are not sufficient to describe the whole situation since although they increased with time, the country was heavily indebted and this caused an impoverishment in its social and political situation so that the need for a certain new index reflecting the quality of life will be created and used subsequently.

Since my paper is of a research nature, as is the situation of my center for political research in addition to my politico-mathematical scientific approach, then the various methods in physics research shall de employed. These consist in defining certain indexes or coefficients at opportunity time in order to achieve results. 
One of these indexes is termed Favorable Time or Unfavorable Time index to reflect the satisfaction or in satisfaction of a situation as a function of time. Turbidity in water treatment is a similar index to reflect the quality of water at the time of chemical analysis.
Having overwritten in italic the two paragraphs to be discussed, the object of this 
Annex-I becomes simplified to become a qualitative elaboration of their contents with a time series by country, from 1960 till present, in comparison with some main economies as datum being principally: USA, Former USSR, and China. Such trends will reflect the evolving statues of these countries relative to their main allies which are/were USA, Former USSR and China.
                    Table I. Countries of the Middle East under Target Study
Country                                                     Gross Situation 

                                    1960-70     1970-80      1980-90      1990-2000         2000-10
Lebanon                      V.Good     Average        V.Bad          Av/Bad.         Bad/Good     

Reference Allie             USA      USA/Syria       Syria         Syria/USA      Syria/USA

Syria                             Bad/Av.     Bad/Av.          Av.           V.Good          V.Good

Reference Allie              USSR       USSR           USSR         USSR              IRAN 

Egypt                            Av./Bad        Av.             Good            Good            V.Good
Reference Allie              USSR        USSR            USA            USA               USA
Saudi Arabia                    Av.       Av./Good        V.Good         V.Good         Good
Reference Allie              USA           USA               USA              USA         USA/?
Israel                          Av./Good     Good               V.Good           Good           Av.
Reference Allie             USA           USA               USA                USA          USA
Iran                                  Good       Good                     Av.           Av.             Av./Bad   
Reference Allie               USA         USA                  USSR         USSR/?             ?

                       Table II. Countries of the Major Powers under Target Study
Country                                                       Gross Situation 

                                    1960-70     1970-80      1980-90      1990-2000          2000-10

USA                             V.Good      Good             Good         Good/Av.             Av.         

Reference Allie              USA          USA             USA            USA                  USA

Soviet Union                  Good       Good/Av.     Av./Bad          Av.                Av./Good

Reference Allie              USSR         USSR           USSR    USSR/USA             USA

Great Britain                  V.Good     V.Good.          Good         Good/Av.           Av.         Reference Allie               USA         USA                USA            USA               USA

France                            V.Good     V.Good.           Good           Good             Good/Av.         

Reference Allie               USA          USA              USA             USA                USA

Japan                               Good         Good.           V.Good          Good               Good         

Reference Allie               USA           USA              USA              USA               USA

China                                Av.                Av.            Av./Good     Good               V.Good         

Reference Allie       China/USSR    China/USSR  China/USA   China/USA   China/USA          
The above two tables are plotted on a graph with the Degree of Satisfaction on the vertical axis vs. time in years on the horizontal.

We assign to each Degree of Satisfaction an algebraic value as follows:
V. Bad = 1; Bad = 2; Av. = 3; Good = 4; V.Good = 5 whereas the lapse of years to which a degree of satisfaction is assigned is 10 years, with the accuracy increasing with the diminishing of the interval to 5 years.  

How can some one exploit to a maximum of efficiency the above two tables?

These two tables constitute a questionnaire to be distributed on certain number of experts, who each will mark his appreciation over the periods by V. Bad, Bad, Av, Good, Etc... 
Subsequently, if the sample is small, a student-t distribution is carried; otherwise, another type like the normal distribution is used to result with average and standard deviations about this study.
The student-t distribution being small in sample size is better for security purposes since no body will be allowed to bring his result outside, and the small number of participants is under control vis a vis a big number.
Discussion of Results
Having completed the above two tables in a qualitative form then the time series trends when studied will be able to reveal which countries profited from their alliances, which where predators on others and last, which alliance was a preference with respect to others.

One more thing about this new concept of countries with blurred political situation and indebted economy as Lebanon, I tell you that Lebanon is not the only country with such a situation but one among many with similar indebted economies being: USA, Great Britain, France, Japan, former Soviet Union or Russia, Israel, Egypt, Iran and at last Saudi Arabia. Few years ago, someone close to me and while discussing on a situation involving some other also close to me, the first one told me that if any lending bank would come to KSA, the people would borrow from him if they have the opportunity to do so. I was astonished to hear that!

Having clarified this new concept of blurred economy and politics, the usual Degree of Satisfaction index raised before is to a great extent similar to the GNP/Indebtment Index or Per Capita Income/Indebtment Index. Both Indexes are adequate reflections of the Degree of Satisfaction since they reflect the overall population satisfaction of a country being this population is the one that bears the pressure and burden of debts. GNP and Per Capita Income are always increasing in most countries to the exception of those faced with a natural catastrophe or in a war situation.

In consequence, the only country not among the group of indebted countries is of course the remaining one considered in my study and I mean: SYRIA. Therefore, I invite Iran and others to consider Syria as a source of financial support in their actual crisis.
From Table II we see that the French-USA alliance was better performing and beneficial to France compared to the Great Britain-USA one, because of this main reason being the heavy and serious participation of England with the Americans in wars as compared to France, whether the Desert Storm or the latest Iraq war that brought the collapse of the Saddam Hussein regime.

Most important is the Syria vs. Lebanon evolution with time that markedly shows, the as expected better Syrian performance in the start of the 80’s till now, compared to the average to bad one before. Lebanon’s case is the complete opposite to Syria over the years.

Israel has seen a slight drop in performance beginning the 90’s compared to before because of the first and second intifadah whose results were drastic on its tourism and hence economy.

I will leave the reader to deduce further results and I will return to more comments when and if necessary latter on.

[image: image1.png]


Regards,

Hassan El-Saghir, PE. M.Eng (Env.)
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