"Wind" of change :Tribunal for Lebanon versus "will" of change :the Syrian 
regime?!
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This is the right synopsis at these critical moments of the life of some Arabic countries in general and the Syrian regime in particular. Actually, the President Assad of Syria declared in the last Arab summit that was held in Damascus one year ago that his regime is now inside the Danger’s Mouth. It was when Syria was heading the Arab league for one year according to the traditional bylaws of the Arab league in Egypt. 

A very important item that I would wish to add to the above title is International Tribunal which would mean that there exists an International consensus over this matter which is sponsored by world regimes, governments and agencies. Also, I prefer not to show a lot of enthusiasm in the word will of change to the Syrian regime but rather to hide this enthusiasm, since this would mean that we are politicizing this situation and exploiting it in order to destabilize a certain regime and hence an Arab country. Actually, President Sarkosy prefers that we don’t politicize this affair as mentioned in the latest President Sarkosy comments translated to Arabic on this web site.
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In my commentaries I will avoid the traditional short hand dissertations of common chat rooms and carry an analysis structured around a text to give some academic value to this important web site to our country Lebanon. However, I wish to thank the Internet agencies for giving each one of us the chance to express his ideas and feelings in public and each according to his or her way in life and whether gifted or poorly gifted to writing since after all, Writing is a Root to Democracy. 
As all of us has remarked, in these late years the world political communities are resorting to International Tribunals to pursuit some political leaders and regimes, that committed some sorts of genocides and atrocities in vulnerable countries of the world, in order to restore the world order and implement democracy, that was marginalized during the cold war because of worldwide attitudes of the Soviet Union and its allies of all sorts!   Following the collapse of the late Soviet Union because of economic problems linked to their communist and socialist type of systems, the whole Marxist-Leninist philosophy in general was on the fringe of bankruptcy and therefore, was fighting for its existence simply by excluding itself from the world political scene, hence enabling other political currents to strengthen by uniting their efforts and I site: Democracy and Human Rights, Capitalism and last, Socialism-Capitalism. These three main currents were of no influential values without the truthful support from prominent countries of the Western hemisphere, in addition to others from the liberal world, whether countries in Asia, Africa or South-America.
As all of us who follow the events on the Middle Eastern scene, Syria was over the years the main supporter to all sorts of revolutionary movement in the Arab world. Unfortunately, these movements were perceived in two great angle sides, depending on where each one of us stands in this equation. To most Arab people, the struggle to liberate Palestine and hence fight Israel, was a legitimate act although some times brutal, whereas to countries of the West, this was considered before as an act of terror for many years, before reaching [image: image3.png]e ABLTY TO WA,
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its world legitimacy now a days, because of a world changes in people’s attitudes to each other and an over all worldwide consciousness. With this double vision of the problem, there resulted a number of political trends among world communities whereby, some countries committed financial and political efforts to converge these two big attitudes while others, just stood to exploit and profit from this situation using all sorts of tricks and methods available and even resorting to Goethian Philosophy in order to justify their choice and hence, acquire a worldwide acceptance and legitimacy from the Western political community, in addition to favoritism from communist and socialist like regimes that thrive towards the same goals. Therefore, there was on the Middle Eastern and Arab scene two main powers: Liberal Arabic countries revolving around the USA and friendly with the West, versus socialist and dictator like countries revolving around the former USSR and friendly with the socialist countries and even with powerful and influential zones of some Western countries of Europe. An example of pro-western countries are now a days the Arabian Peninsula  in general and its allies like Jordan and Egypt, compared to the axis of extremism and fundamentalism comprised mainly of Syria and Iran together with their supporting groups constituted of some fractions of Palestinians and Lebanese populations. Israel, who is also an important country of the Middle East and part of this whole equation, was the key player in this scenario in some instances and the main target to terrors in other situations.   
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With this brief description of the current situation in the Middle East, I am now to tackle the main subject of the International Tribunal concerned with the judgment of the late Prime Minister of Lebanon Rafik Hariri, God bless his soul. I will follow a simulation type of scientific analysis not common on the market but original and daring with its free thinking approach.
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It is not because of the wealthy situation of the late Martyr Hariri compared to the many other Martyrs that had fallen in Lebanon over more than 30 years that this Tribunal is being planned and held in The Hague of Holland, but mostly because of the similarity in the assassinations and the common motives behind all of them. Nevertheless, the Hariri typical case has been selected because of the worldwide importance of the late Rafik Hariri as a man of Truth, with unlimited efforts in the help of reconstruction of Lebanon and mainly of the Lebanese citizen, after 15 years of wars of all sorts on the Lebanese soil. 

Let us return now to the key players in Arab politics described above and concentrate on a country that played divine like roles in the life of many Lebanese citizens among us and I mean our Pseudo-Fraternal Arab country: Syria.
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Lebanon has witnessed since more than 30 years many wars on its soil resulting in all types of human catastrophes involving generation and generations of Lebanese people, without neglecting of other important pions on the political scene in order to complete the whole diabolic scenario of intelligence services of all types and categories from the Middle East or alien to it, with the common goal of camouflaging and secluding a bizarre Phantom which no body questioned him self or the others why and what for?
What is this worthy reason behind unforseing this Syrian Phantom and its direct acts in the internal affairs of Lebanon? Is it possible that Israel intelligence and authorities didn’t afford to understand Syrian double sided politics? 
Was this also the case with the USA that was always on the side of this country Lebanon or because of unknown Soviet pressures in this past time! 
Till now, no body dared or cared to answer these simple contemplating questions although they are the keys to the whole solutions to Lebanese problems and endurements.
So now what is the reason behind all these changes in foreign policies towards Lebanon?

I am going to enumerate the reasons based on my observations of the Middle Eastern and Lebanese scenes over the years:
1. Terrorist attack on the United States of America on September 11 2001

As usual, the big giant wakes up disturbed following a big sleep as was the        case in WWII at Pearl Harbor! The USA sends troupes to Iraq and becomes a threat to all dictatorship like regimes in this area of the world and especially to neighboring Syria.

2. Overall unsatisfaction of Lebanese people from Syrian involvements in their 
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Internal affairs without control by any whatsoever. This resulted in a growing anti-Syrian patriotic current in Lebanon that culminated in the assassination of President Hariri of Lebanon and the establishment of the 14th. March committee to sponsor the Cedar Revolution in this country.
 Without an overall Lebanese wake up and revolt against occupation, their dream for liberty and sovereignty would have been shattered and lately forgotten by their friends in the world community.
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Serious commitment of the world community in general, and the Western 
countries in particular, to stop tolerating worldwide dictatorships since the collapse of the late Soviet Union by a start in holding Tribunals to judge criminals of the Balkan wars, Iraq Baath regime and latter on now a days the Sudan and Syrian regimes.

4. Worldwide maturity of the human species and its eagerness towards equity, human rights and freedom. This whole process with focus on Media means has been seeded and cultivated over the years in clandestinely by certain political circles of the United States of America. 
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Now I want to raise a very important subject concerning this Phantom like administration in Lebanon, and simulate a situation that neither the Americans nor the Israelis, took the effort to study or have done so, but didn’t discuss it openly.

Suppose in this winter that I sit in my apartment keeping the main entrance door opened then feel cold air coming in. Suppose that I am not a very intelligent person but with plenty of wealth, so that I decide to purchase a heater and install it near the door. Well, not bad in the beginning since the incoming air becomes hot when entering my apartment. Few minutes latter, the air current strengthen, so I purchase another heater and install it two meters away from the first one outside the apartment. It is OK for some time then air strengthens more, so what to do? 
Do I have to install a third then a fourth one otherwise, heat the whole outside or just close the door and finish with this whole trouble!
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The situation between Lebanon, Syria and Israel is similar to the case above and so are the methods of Syrian intrusions in Lebanon’s politics and affairs that have been perceived by countries like USA, Israel, France, Etc…

Suppose that Iran have been attacked by some legitimate world powers and obliged to resort to world arbitration, does this will solve the problems between Syria, Lebanon and Israel? Yes, on a very short time of 5-10 years but not on the long run. The reason is that in the mean time, there will rise probably another fundamentalist regime some where in Asia or Africa, with enough wealth to stimulate Syrian interests and corrupted Lebanese fractions in the distribution of weapons and the raising of armed fractions against Israel, and to continue with this longtime blackmail like politics against USA. 
Therefore, if the Israelis are really serious about the security of their people, they should protect their adjacent frontiers and observe well their neighbors and consider taking the necessary actions.
Conclusions
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The fitting of Lebanon’s events over the past thirty years with the Phantom of the Opera tragedy is striking in its resemblance. Neither similar romantic nor surrealist period novels as the The Hunchback of Notre Dame of Victor Hugo for example, can fit better into Lebanese events as the Phantom of the Opera for one exceptional reason as follows. The Phantom of the Opera tragedy was an unsuccefull novel in its in initial creation, but became a success in its successive adaptations as an on stage live theatre or opera. This was not the case with The Hunchback of Notre Dame that was a successful novel when created and less famous when adapted as a movie.
The same with Lebanon, the initial Syrian presence as part of an Arab peace force intended to bring back peace to Lebanon following the two years of civil war, was a fast and randomly composed comedy that didn’t  hold well and long enough to end up with almost all Arab forces leaving Lebanon and keeping behind the Syrian forces. These forces profited from this long time awaited occasion, to enlarge its forces and expand in the whole country, through secret service logistics financed by the rest of the Arab country, who wanted to finish with this affair, following an International green light from the world communities. 
Therefore, Lebanon’s long agony in existence started initially as un unsuccessful comedy, to end up with a long thirty years tragedy involving sequestration and blackmail. This situation didn’t end up till now because of left behind mini-phantoms and pions on the Lebanese scene, as stated by the late Syrian Secret Service Chief Ghazi Kannan in his last speech broadcasted live in Lebanon before leaving this country to handle a Minister of Interior position in Syria: I am leaving behind me in Lebanon people like me that I have created and trained over the years. 
These are his clones that he was breeding over the years in the context of his Goethian-Faustian philosophic manner.
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Last but not least, only this French Phantom of the Opera tragedy among all others and especially of French writers, funnels with the Romantic German writings especially Faust of Goethe. German Romance is different from its French counterpart in being aside from tragic and romantic, it carries a stream of philosophy that tunnels it in an exceptional quantum like manner into the huge domain of German Philosophy.     
The whole Syrian existence under Ottomans ruling followed by French colonialism leading to its independence was a loss to the Arab countries in general, the same as the Phantom of the Opera when initially created as a novel. However, it becomes a success to Syria when adapted to an opera, which in Libano-Syrian context signifies success to the Syrian phantom versus tragedy to the Lebanese soprano who was kidnapped. The burial of the phantom with its ring or in French, Alliance, to the Soprano Christine is disastrous if we need to falsify it since it means that even after Syrian exits from Lebanon, this country will continue to be tied to it for many years which is the case now a days. Therefore, Syria will be expected to continue to play a future role in Lebanese internal affairs for some time, unless, a bigger event or catastrophe puts an end to this, as a war with Israel or the Americans.  
Following this last war between Israel and Gaza, I became convinced of the non willing abilities of Syria to establish peace with no one whether Israel or Lebanon.
The International Tribunal is worthy to bring justice to Lebanon and protect the vulnerable countries from adjacent tough dictatorships however; this should be supplemented with other rigorous measures and even, collective punishing wars against non leaning countries.
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Hassan El-Saghir, PE; M.Eng (Env) 
Copy Rights, Montreal, March 2009
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